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MS FINNMARKEN ACCOMMODATION VESSEL — COLLISION AT BARROW ISLAND 

Statement 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.37 pm]: I rise tonight to draw to the attention of the house a matter 
that is quite serious that could impact on our reputation as a state. It certainly needs to be investigated. This 
evening I asked the Minister for Transport whether he was aware of an incident between a vessel called the MS 
Finnmarken, an accommodation vessel at Barrow Island, and its mooring barge. I was advised that there was an 
incident yesterday; it may have been the day before but I am pretty sure it was yesterday. Because of unkind, 
poor weather conditions, including strong winds, the mooring system on the barge collapsed. That resulted in the 
vessel needing to move away. Because of the nature of the conditions, it moved away quite fast and in the 
process holed itself, so it had a number of holes, which I am advised were above the waterline. They severely 
damaged the mooring barge to the extent that the barge is unable to be used. There are some things about that 
departure that need to be looked at; that is, lines were broken, the vessel powered away without releasing its lines 
and a number of deck crew were put at risk.  

It has been alleged by a person who was on board the vessel that the vessel sailed into the Dampier port without 
identifying that it was damaged. Subsequently, it intended to sail away, also without having reported the damage 
and having it inspected. The ship had 270 people on board. Because of the damage, the vessel might not have 
been in-class and therefore may not have been seaworthy. There are a number of incidences around that. The 
good news is that I am advised that the Western Australian Department of Transport interceded and made sure 
that the vessel could not depart until a proper inspection had been carried out. If these allegations are true, the 
master of the vessel and the company that contracts the vessel must be asked why they were attempting to do 
that. If the allegations are true, a number of offences have occurred and people’s lives might have been put at 
risk. I am drawing the minister’s attention to that. I am advised that his department interceded, which is good. 

This is worthy of a whole-of-government investigation. There are a number of jurisdictional issues with these 
matters, so it is not always clear. There may have been a role for WorkSafe, but there certainly appears to have 
been a role for the Department of Transport, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority and the port authority. 
Something that had not occurred to me, which Hon Sally Talbot raised, is that the area around Barrow Island is 
sensitive and therefore we need to look at whether there was a spill and whether the environment was damaged. I 
am drawing this to the minister’s attention so that he can ask his department specifically about the MS 
Finnmarken. I understand that the department is aware of it. I was made aware of it only this afternoon. 
 


